
Valley Bees Community Report for 2018- 2019 

Workshops-  
Valley Bees continue to operate bimonthly workshops at Gympie Landcare and Honey Bee Gardens at Kandanga. The 
workshops continue to be supported by current members who continue to expand and spread their knowledge 
among the new volunteers each workshop. The Landcare workshops have expanded to a regular sign on of upwards 
to 40 attendees. Enthusiasm for bee keeping as a family activity has also increased. Several families are regular 
attendees at both workshops. Members and volunteers come from Maryborough, Kilkivan, Cooroy, Bribie Island and 
Redland Bay.  

 

The past 12 months has been a good season for the club with regard to the bees. A good supply of honey has 

continued and returned to members at each workshop. The hives have had to face some management challenges 

over the past 12 months with small hive beetles, wax month, chalkbrood and American foulbrood with the club 

loosing 4 hives in total.  Following Biosecurity guidelines, 3 hives where destroyed and burnt as the control method 

for American foulbrood. These circumstances have offered great hands on learning experiences for volunteers and 

members. 

  

  

The Landcare bees were causing some 

issues with the workers accessing their 

new shed on site. So the hives were moved 

away for 3 weeks and returned to 

Landcare. The apiary is now located further 

towards the back of the site, out of the way 

of the majority of workers. 

The  photo to the left is the first inspection 

after hive’s return. 

Clockwise: 

Testing for American 

Foulbrood disease 

using matchstick 

method. 

 Honey, wax  and 

tree bark removed 

from a hive located 

in a fallen tree. 

Using a sieve to 

strain honey 

Marking the queen 

under a catcher with 

marker pen 



                                  

Information Days:  Taking the message to the community 

  

        

Native and Solitary Bees 

Not all bees require the time in resources and management of European bees. Native social, stingless and solitary 

bees have different needs and require less interference. Workshops covered making bee hotels and homes for 

solitary bees and splitting and education of social native bees, gardening for bees and removing natives from a log.  

 

Honey Bee Garden workshop: making frames and wiring 
frames on a jig. 
Finished solitary bee hotels waiting for fill and Solitary 
bee nests drying. 

Members from Valley Bees supported events over the past 
12 months at Currumbin Bee Open Day, Rotary Quilt and 
Craft Show, Imbil Easter Street Market, Gympie Garden 
Club, Gympie Show, Noosa Permaculture Group, Royal 
Brisbane Show and Landcare Festival.  Pictured is Vic, a club 
instructor, sorting out a photographic display of a working 
bee hive. Honey samples were distributed to the public 
while native bee honey taste tests were the highlight of the 
Gympie Show. 

 

This education at Honey Bee Gardens has been going for 
nearly a year demonstrating the slower pace of native 
bees.  

Highlights: Splitting a log, removing part of the hive to a 
box and re-strapping the log:  demonstrations on splitting 
native boxes: a garden visit to show a variety of plants to 
encourage natives into your garden.  

Members have been incredibly generous in opening their 
homes for native workshops and providing time and 
resources to support these activities. 

 

Valley Bees are proud of their 
members and encourage members 
to support local agricultural shows.  

Members exhibited at Gympie, 
Maryborough, Brisbane Royal and 
Imbil. Brian MacKenzie was 
rewarded with  Gympie Champion, 
Wide Bay Champion and Champion 
Honey at the QBA Field Day at 
Bribie Island. 

On the left, is Tom Coode exhibit of 
creamed honey at the Royal 
Brisbane. 

 



 

 

 

 

As a community engagement 
project, the club was 
approached in 2018 regarding a 
native hive requiring removal. 
On a larger scale, this native 
hive in a tree trunk outside of 
Kandanga Information Centre 
was becoming a nuisance to 
passersby.  The hive had been 
located as a feature for 
Kandanga for a number of years 
after being moved from Lake 
Borumba. The club was notified 
and on inspection, the trunk 
was assessed as stable to 
remove.  
 
As seen, not the scale of a usual 
hive relocation, or an easy lift 
but all went smoothly and the 
trunk is now located near the 
driveway entry to Honey Bee 
Gardens. Hopefully, it will spend 
many more years on this site. 

A second relocation centred on 
a native hive located in a blue 
gum on the Maroochy River at 
Yandina that was deemed 
unsafe on the residential block. 
With Peter, transporting and 
stripping the outer bark, this 
native hive found a new home 
in the side garden at MRCCC  in 
Gympie. 

Thank you to Sara and Howie for 
organising the truck and Peter 
Velenski for the work on 
preparing the blue gum. 



 

 

 

 

2018 Bee Open Day: 

From the feedback from visitors and beekeeping supply vendors, the 2018 Bee Open Day held at Imbil was 

successful. As a gold coin enrty, an estimated number of attendees would be over 500. A coach full of enthusiasts 

from Glasshouse attended and many enjoyed the lecture series on different aspects of beekeeping. The presidnet of 

Northside Beekeeper Association complimented the club on the use of the PhotoHive display. 

A total of 36 members signed in for the days duty with approximately 300 volunteer hours given on the day. As 

usual, a long and enjoyable day and a major fundraiser for the club. Speakers on the day were well received and 

many questions where fielded. A Native bee induction was demonstrated, with all workshops well attended. 

Unfortunately the native hive induction tube was not well connected and a few natives enjoyed a roomier ride home 

in the car. 

The club made a donation to the Imbil School from part of the proceeds of the open day of $900. The Open day for 

2019 was cancelled but plans for the 2020 Open Day are underway. 

From The Chairperon 

The success of Valley Bees as a club is a reflection on the contribution of the members. The activites reported of the 

past 12 months could not be undertaken without the enthusiasm and support of its members. On behalf of Valley 

Bees Community, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the MRCCC for their support during the past year. I 

hope the work our group undertakes in the community, promoting education and awareness of all bees in the local 

environment, aligns with the MRCCC aim of ensuring sustainability and productivity of insects in the Mary River 

Catchment.  Our aim is to offer support to individuals who want bees, whether it be honeybees, social stingless or 

solitary bees, regardless of their reason. Your continued support allows our workshops and information sessions to 

promote a positive and productive avenue to ensure bees remain sustainable, allowing for the continued diversity in 

native flora and introduced food plants. 

    Erin Mason 

 

Visit: National Parks Board, Singapore 

The National Parks Board is a public service 

agency that manages green space and 

biodiversity conservation in Singapore. 2 

members on state visit to learn more about 

stingless and solitary bees and share ideas 

spent a morning with Vic, Derek and 

Glenbo at the Landcare Nursery. 

Australian Native Bee Association 

Trevor and Marion Weatherhead spoke at 

a native bee morning about the new 

Australian native bee association and the 

latest happenings in the native bee world.  

Trevor provided valuable input to the June 

meeting on all bees during his visit. Trevor 

has recently retired as a director of The 

Honey Bee industry Council. 

A striking feature for the MRCCC  garden and located 

for the bees to take advantage of the morning sun. 

 


